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Statement on Senate Action on
Internal Revenue Service Reform
Legislation
July 9, 1998

I am pleased that the Senate has finally
passed bipartisan legislation to reform the
IRS and strengthen taxpayer rights. This re-
form will help my effort to create an IRS
that respects American taxpayers and re-
spects their values. I look forward to signing
it into law.

Statement on Senate Action on India-
Pakistan Sanctions Legislation
July 9, 1998

I am pleased that the Senate has passed
legislation today that is consistent with my
view that U.S. food exports should not be-
come an unintended victim of an important
nonproliferation law. Food should not be
used as a weapon, and I will resist any action
that would lead to a de facto grain embargo.

I look forward to working with Congress
to make sure this legislation or separate legis-
lation gives us the broadest possible flexibility
to further our nonproliferation policy without
putting American businesses and farmers at
an unfair disadvantage.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Emigration
Policies of Certain Former Eastern
Bloc States
July 9, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On September 21, 1994, I determined and

reported to the Congress that the Russian
Federation was in ‘‘full compliance’’ with the
freedom of emigration criteria of sections
402 and 409 of the Trade Act of 1974. On
June 3, 1997, I determined and reported to
the Congress that Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine were in ‘‘full
compliance’’ with these same criteria, and I
made an identical determination on Decem-
ber 5, 1997, with respect to Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and
Uzbekistan. These actions allowed for the

continuation of most-favored-nation (MFN)
status for these countries and certain other
activities without the requirement of an an-
nual waiver.

As required by law, I am submitting an
updated report to the Congress concerning
the emigration laws and policies of Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Moldova, the Russian Federation, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan. The
report indicates continued compliance of
these countries with international standards
concerning freedom of emigration.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks on Presenting the
Congressional Medal of Honor to
Hospital Corpsman Third Class
Robert R. Ingram, USN
July 10, 1998

Welcome. Thank you, Admiral, for your
invocation. Ladies and gentlemen, welcome
to the White House. I thank Secretary Cohen
and Secretary West, Secretary Gober, Dep-
uty Secretary Hamre, Secretary Dalton, Sec-
retary Caldera, Acting Air Force Secretary
Peters, General Shelton, and other members
of the Joint Chiefs, and general officers here
present today. I thank the Members of the
Congress from the Florida delegation who
are here, and other Members of Congress,
including Senator Thurmond, Senator
Graham, Senator Mack, Senator Glenn, Sen-
ator Cleland, Representative Brown, Rep-
resentative McHale, and all those in Con-
gress whose action helped to make this day
possible.

Today we present the Medal of Honor, our
Nation’s highest military honor, to Robert R.
Ingram for extraordinary heroism above and
beyond the call of duty on March 28, 1966,
in Quang Ngai Province, South Vietnam.

Today, more than 30 years later, Bob
Ingram is manager of a medical service prac-
tice in Jacksonville, a registered nurse, a man
who loves to work on cars. His wife, Doris,
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